The WSCFF has graciously given me this opportunity to thank everyone in the IAFF community for the overwhelming support you have provided to my family and me during a difficult time for us. I also wanted to provide everyone with an update as to how my wife and I are doing. As most of you know, we were both diagnosed with cancer within about a month of each other in the fall, and we have been undergoing significant medical treatment since that time in order to get cancer free and healthy again. The treatment has been difficult but successful for both of us so far. We are both cancer free, on the way to recovery, and getting better every day. We still have a ways to go, as my wife is still undergoing chemo therapy treatments and I have one more (relatively minor) medical procedure ahead of me, as well as an ongoing slow but steady recovery from a very tough surgery. However, we are doing better each day, in large part because of the great support we have been receiving from the IAFF community.
I love my job because of the great people in the IAFF I get to assist. Your overwhelming support for my family in this difficult time has proven once again how great you are, and my family and I profoundly appreciate what you have done for us. My wife and I have both been moved to tears of appreciation on more than one occasion by the wonderful support we have received from you. I will not attempt to single anyone out, nor will I try to list every individual or Local that has assisted us in this short message as it would be a lengthy list.  However, all of you should know that your help has been greatly, greatly appreciated. 
My partners, Pat Emmal and Syd Vinnedge, have also been very helpful in terms of assisting me with cases while I have been recovering, and they will continue to do so as needed until I am back to 100%. I am now at the point where I am starting to do work from home by email and telephone on a daily basis, so certainly feel free to contact me if you would like to do so. It will still be some time (probably a couple of months) before I can do a lot of traveling, etc., but I expect to be back to 100% sometime relatively early in 2012. Once again, thank you very, very much for all that you have done for my family, and I am looking forward to seeing all of you as soon as possible. 
Alex Skalbania       
