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NEVER FORGOTTEN



Emotionally 

Charged Situations

• The death/injury of a firefighter is a 
trauma

– Because of our job environment we 
have a low tolerance for emotional 
involvement

• The death/injury of a firefighter is 
personal

– The coping skills we use on the job 
don’t work

– We fall back on what we know

• Control

• Honor
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Being Prepared

• Lowers the Level of Stress

• Lowers the Emotional Tempo

• Brings a Sense of Purpose and Control

• More Effective in Reaching a Goal



Firefighter Traditions

• Firefighter Funerals are extremely complex and detailed events that require a 

tremendous amount of intricate planning

– Honor Guard

• Casket Watch

• Family Escorts

• Cordons of Honor
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– Pipes and Drums
• Bringing in the 

Procession

• Going Home

• Amazing Grace

– Ceremonies
• Flag Presentation

• Honor Flags

• Medal of Valor

• State Flag

– Crossed Ladders

– Personal Effects

– Chaplain

– Eulogy



LODD 
Determination

~ It’s confusing and 
convoluted

~ Must be done 
correctly

*LODD Determination 
does not mean 
financial benefits

• Who makes the determination of a LODD?
– The LODD determination is based on multiple 

factors by different organizations who have 
different criteria

1. Washington State
• LNI

2. IAFF
• District VP

3. Federal
• PSOB

❖ LODD Determination dictates the Level of Honor 

for the Funeral Service



Service Classifications

Levels of Honor

• Level 1 – Line of Duty

– Combat

– Non-Combat

• Medical

– On-Scene/Off-Scene

• Level 2 – Active Member, Off Duty

– Non-Presumptive Medical

• Level 3 – Retired Firefighter
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LODD 

Determination

• RCW 51.32.185 Presumption of 

Occupational Disease for Firefighters

– The Presumptive Law does not cover 

Volunteer Firefighters

• LODD Determination Quick Sheet

– Walks through the RCW

– If the answer is “Yes” then the death is 

most likely an LODD
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LODD 

Determination
• LODD Determination Quick Sheet

– Did the firefighter die on scene of a working 

incident?

– Did the firefighter die as a result of a cancer 

or other medical related issue?

• If “Yes” see the RCW Determination 

Check List

• RCW Determination Check List

– Did the Firefighter die of respiratory or heart 

problems within 72 hours of exposure to 

smoke, fumes, or toxic substances? 

– Did the Firefighter die of respiratory, or 

heart problems experienced within 24 hours 

of strenuous physical exertion due to 

firefighting activities? 
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LODD 

Determination
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• Is there any evidence of (may include, but is 

not limited to) the use of tobacco products, 

physical fitness and weight, lifestyle, 

hereditary factors, or exposure from other 

employment or non-employment activities? 

– If “Yes” this might exclude the firefighter 

from LODD coverage

• Did the Firefighter die after a diagnosis of 

the following infectious diseases? 

– Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired 

Immunodeficiency Syndrome 

– Hepatitis 

– Meningococcal Meningitis

– Mycobacterium Tuberculosis



LODD 

Determination
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• Did the Firefighter die of a diagnosis of 

one of the following cancers?

– Prostate Cancer diagnosed 

• Prior to the age of fifty 

– Primary Brain Cancer

– Malignant Melanoma 

– Leukemia

– Non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma 

– Bladder Cancer

– Ureter Cancer



LODD 

Determination
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• Did the Firefighter die of a diagnosis of 

one of the following cancers? 

(continued)

– Colorectal Cancer 

– Multiple Myeloma 

– Testicular Cancer

– Kidney Cancer Mesothelioma

– Stomach cancer

– Nonmelanoma Skin Cancer, 

– Breast Cancer in Women  

– Cervical Cancer



LODD 

Determination
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• Did this cancer develop or manifests itself 

after the firefighter has served at least ten 

years and was given a qualifying medical 

examination upon becoming a firefighter that 

showed no evidence of cancer?

• Retired Firefighter:

– When did the firefighter retire?

– Is this date within 60 months of the cancer 

diagnosis? 

• Did the Firefighter receive a diagnosis of Post-

Traumatic Stress Disorder that developed or 

manifested itself after the Firefighter has 

served for at least 10 years? 



Pre-Incident Preparation

Policy

• Focus on what to do when the death occurs

– Initial Action Check List

– Notification Procedures

• Family

• Department

• Local Government

– Investigation/Notification Guidelines



Pre-Incident Preparation/Policy

• Initial Action Check List

– Incident Commander/Shift Commander 

✓Secures the scene of the incident with the assistance of Law Enforcement 

personnel.

✓Notifies the Fire Chief, other applicable Chief Officers, and the Local President.

✓Preserves any equipment, clothing and breathing apparatus used by injured or 

deceased firefighters for the investigation. Preserves all tactical worksheets, video 

and/or audio recordings for the investigation.

✓Contacts the PIO to coordinate with media to avoid premature release of video 

and/or names of injured/deceased until the notification can be made.

– Incident Commander/Shift Commander/PIO 

✓Directs Incident Command and Dispatch to withhold release of personal data 

relating to the employee or the death, pending notification of the next of kin



Pre-Incident Preparation/Policy

• Initial Action Check List

– Assistant Chief of Operations 

✓Secures the employee’s Personal Information Packet, if completed. This will guide 

the department head in carrying out the notification of next of kin. If the packet 

was not completed, assemble as much personal data as possible concerning the 

deceased. 

✓Notifies the Chaplain and the Peer Support Team Coordinators

✓Assigns an Auditing Officer, as soon as possible, to secure the personal effects in 

place.



Pre-Incident Preparation/Policy

• Initial Action Check List

– Fire Chief 

✓Assigns a Notification Team consisting of two people.

✓Assigns a Family Liaison Officer, or one per surviving family.

✓Notifies the Governance Board Chairperson.

✓Notifies the Washington State Department of Labor and Industries within eight 

hours

✓Notifies the Washington State Fire Marshal’s Office within 48 hour if the death 

occurred in a fire. 

✓Assign an Investigation Team.



Pre-Incident Preparation/Policy

Should also include

• Notification Procedures*

• Personal Information Packet*

• Investigation Guidelines

• LODD Determination Procedures

• Funeral Procedures and Logistics

– Transportation Plan

– Casket Watch

– Member Support

– Planning Team

– Family Liaison

– Resources



Pre-Incident Preparation

Notification Procedures

• Family

– As soon as possible in person

– DO NOT posted on Social Media or release the name until completed

• Department

– Size of department

– As personal as possible

• Legal

– LNI (Time Considerations)

– State Fire Marshal (Time Considerations)

– IAFF

– State Fire Chiefs

– City/County Officials



Pre-Incident Preparation

Personal Information Packet

• Wishes of the Firefighter

– Who does the notification

– Who will be the Family Liaison

– Legal Information

• Considerations

– Keep it up-to-date

– Change your beneficiaries

– Will be followed to the best of the department ability

– Does not want a funeral.  “Now what????”



Pre-Incident Preparation

• Logistics

– Casket Flag

• Government Spec.

– Transportation of Body

• Scene to Medical Examiner/Coroner’s Office

• To Funeral Home

– Casket Watch

• At Facilities

• At Funeral

• Ends at the Start of the Service

• Member Support

– Department Resources

• OSA Peer Support for Connection

• CISM Team for Debriefings

– During

– After



Challenges and Common Mistakes 

• Local and Admin Relationship

– Need to work together

• The Family

– Over promising the Honors and Benefits

– Overwhelming the family with decisions

• Role of Family Liaison

– Not preparing the Family Liaison

– Too many people talking to the family

• Lack of Communication

– Not communicating the plan with the Department

• Don’t Keep The Process a Secret!!!
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Challenges and Common Mistakes 

• Trying to plan the funeral yourself (Department)

– No need to reinvent the wheel!

• Late Notification to LAST Team 

– Not being detailed enough

• It doesn’t just happen!!!

• Stay in your lane

• Funding for service-related expenses
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Funeral Planning 

Assistance

• LAST – Local Assistance State Team

– A program of the National Fallen 

Firefighters Foundation

• In partnership with

– The State Council 

– The State Chiefs

– The Firefighters’ Association

– The State Commissioners

– The State Fire Marshals Office

http://www.wsp.wa.gov/index.htm


L.A.S.T.

Washington State 

Fallen Firefighters 

Foundation

• Will not take over

• Will come alongside the planning team

• Will assist with the details, complexities 
and intricacies of the service

– Levels of assistance meet the 
required need of the department

• Run the whole service

• Simple consultation



A Successful 

Service

• 3 Goals

1. Honor the Family

2. Honor the Department

3. Honor the Community

• Funeral Planning Meetings 

 Provides Structure

 Assign Tasks

 Pool Resources
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Preparing for an LODD
• The Importance of 

Honoring

• LODD Determination

• Being Prepared

• Policy

– Focused on what to do 

when the death occurs

– Notification Procedure

– Personal Information 

Packet

• Challenges and Common 

Mistakes

• Resources
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